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Thank You
Words cannot adequately express 
all of the emotions that I feel as I 
write this. Over the course of the last 
couple of weeks and in particular the 
last several days, I have thought a lot 
about the previous four years. I re-
member as if it were yesterday when 
I got the call from Mr. Price inform-
ing me that I had been selected as 
the new Principal of Simons Middle 
School. We were in the middle of EOC 
testing at Montgomery County High 
School, and I couldn’t wait to call 
Johna to give her the news. I remem-
ber our first meeting together on 
closing day 2014 when I could feel a 
little bit of tension and apprehension 
in the room. You didn’t really know 
what to expect from me, and quite 
frankly, I really didn’t know what to 
expect from you. 

Those of you that were here back 
then probably recall the one-on-one 
conversations that I had with each of 
you that summer as we started our 
journey together. It was through those 
conversations that I began to realize 
what a tremendous opportunity we 
had together. What I could never have 
imagined was just how much of an 
impact you would have on me. Not 
only professionally, but also from a 
personal standpoint.

A simple examination of our student 
achievement data over the last four 
years can give you some indication 
of how far we have come together. 
But I don’t believe that data tells the 
entire story. You would have to spend 
some time with us to get a real sense 
of how unique Simons Middle School 
really is. Every time we have been 

fortunate enough to host visitors, they 
never leave without telling us what a 
great feeling they have when they are 
in our building. There is a real sense 
of community and a commitment to 
doing whatever it takes to make sure 
that all of our students have every op-
portunity to be successful. You don’t 
get that feeling in every school, and 
that is not something that originates 
from the principal’s office. That sense 
of family comes from the dedication 
of everyone who reports to work at 
SMS each day and those in the com-
munity who support our efforts.

As our quote for the week indicates, 
the only thing that we can count on 
in this life is change. As excited as I 
am for the new challenges and op-
portunity that awaits my family, wind-
ing down this school year and saying 
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SMS Student Spotlight
Congrats to star athlete 
Erin Pease!  Erin qualified 
to compete in the state 
track meet in Lexington, KY 
on Friday.  Erin competed in 
the 100 meter hurdles, run-
ning a personal record. As 
a seventh grader, she beat 
numerous high school ath-
letes and placed 18th in the 
state.  Erin started running 
hurdles halfway through 
the outdoor season.  We 
expect BIG things for this 
track and field athlete who 
also qualified for the state 
cross country meet in No-
vember.  Way to represent 
Simons Middle School!  You 
are #FCBold!

“There is nothing permanent except 
change.“

- Heraclitus

MONDAY

Modfied Schedule (See Above)

3rd Day of KPREP Testing 
     7th Grade = Science 
     8th Grade = Social Studies

The Simons Middle 
School end of the 

year awards ceremony 
will take place on 

Wendesday May 30th at 
8:30 AM. 

WEDNESDAY

KPREP Rewards and MAP test

1st - 3rd Period: 
     8th graders Inflatables. 
     7th graders MAP Test 
5th - 7th Period: 
     8th graders MAP Test 
     7th graders Inflatables.

THURSDAY

MAP Testing for 8th graders

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Modfied Schedule (See Above)

4th Day of KPREP Testing 
     8th Grade = Writing

MAP Testing 
     7th Frade = Reading

Please make sure that you are setting aside time to 
meet as a team to discuss student issues. Set a time 
weekly to get together either before or after to school 
and spend 15-20 minutes talking about these issues. 
These meetings don’t need to be very long, but it’s im-
portant that your entire team is on the same page. Whit-
ney or I will be happy to sit in if and when you need us. 
Just give us a heads up and we will make every effort to 
be there. 

We have SMS outlook calendar to include all of the 
important events for the end of the school year that we 
are aware of (KPREP testing, MAP testing, incentive days, 
transition day, field trips, etc.). Please review the calen-
dar and let us know if you have something that should 
be added.

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Cam-
pus. Grade checks take place every Monday morning and 
parents are keeping a close eye on student progress. 
Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make every 

Staff Reminders
effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone call. 
All final grades need to be posted by Tuesday afternoon at 3:30. 

KPREP testing continues on Monday and Tuesday of this week. To access 
the schedule of events, please CLICK HERE.  We will continue to wear 
our testing shirts each day that we are KPREP testing. You may wear 
shorts with those if you so desire.

Tuesday May 29th is a field trip day for SMS. Each team needs to make 
arrangements for the students who are not eligible to go on the trip for 
whatever reason. We will also host the 6th graders throughout the dis-
trict for Transition Day on that date.

On closing day (May 31st) we will have a pot luck lunch as we have in 
years past. Be on the lookout for an email about that.

Please keep in mind that June 1st will be a professional development 
day. The hours that you earn will be credited to the 2018-2019 school 
year. Plans are being developed for that day and will be communicated 
to you when they are completed. Please make plans to attend.
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FRIDAY

Break Day

8th Grade Party

MONDAY

MEMORIAL DAY - NO SCHOOL

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

goodbye to so many special people 
is proving to be a challenging task. 
It would be impossible to thank all 
of you by name for everything that 
you have done for me over the last 
four years. So please forgive me as I 
try to sum it up like this…

To all of the students…Thank you 
for always giving me your absolute 
best. Thank you for allowing us to 
push you and ask more from you 
then you thought you were capa-
ble of giving. Thank you for the 
wonderful relationships that we 
built with each other. Continue to 
work hard and find your passion. 
Determine where you are going to 
make your mark on this community 
and our world and do all you can to 
leave it better off than you found it.

To all of the parents, board mem-
bers, and community members…
Thank you for trusting us with your 
most precious assets. Thank you 
for your support and willingness 
to adapt to the many changes you 
have seen in our school. Thank you 
for always answering the call when 
we needed you and walking with 
your students through a difficult 
transition in their lives. Continue to 
keep an open mind about how we 
educate your students. We live in a 
world that is changing faster by the 
day. To provide the type of educa-
tion our students need to prepare 
them for a life that we cannot yet 
comprehend; we are going to have 
to continue to adapt and grow. Be a 
part of that adaptation and evolu-
tion.

To our faculty, staff, and school 
community…Thank you for giving 
me this tremendous opportunity. 
Thank you for believing in me and 
trusting our vision for what we 
can become. Thank you for push-
ing me beyond my comfort zone 
and opening up a world in which 
I could have never imagined. And 
most of all…thank you for your 
friendship, comradery, and accept-
ing me into your family. You will 
never realize the level of impact all 
of you have had on my life. Realize 
that the work is not done; it never 
is. Continue the evolution. Trust 
in each other and know that SMS 
is in great hands. I have no doubt 
that the best days are yet to come. 
Thank you for allowing me to be a 
small part of that story.

Continued from page 1

Mr. Parker Gasparac is the Health and Physical Education teacher at Si-
mons Middle School. Mr. Gasparac also teaches Advanced PE to students 
during elective periods.  Mr. Gasparac, his wife Ashleigh, and two sons 

Fuzzy and Lump reside in Morehead. Mr. Gas-
parac is always flexible and willing to give up 
his space without a fuss.  The past week Mr. 
Gasparac has also been a big help during test-
ing.  He and the other Unified Arts teachers put 
up all of the tables and chairs at Flemingsburg 
Elementary School, which meant that the rest 
of the staff did not have to come after work to 
set up.  Mr. Gasparac has also transported all 
testing materials to FES each day for 7th-grade students and been a proctor, all while 
battling gout.  Thank you, Mr. Gasparac, for all of your help and your flexibility, and for 
being #FCSBold!!
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